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Doc.  No.  3213 

To:  Captain  D.  P.  Newton,  Legal  Section,  SC  J5 

Subject:  Ofuna  Temporary  PO','/  Camp 


This  is  to  reply  to  your  oral  request  concerning  the  Ofuna 
Temporary  PC W  Camp  as  given  to  we  on  Hay  20th,  1946. 

1.  '/hat  connection  had  Capt.  Itagaki  with  the  Ofuna 
Temporary  FO ;/  Camp? 

vns.  (apt.  Itagaki  was  the  official  in  charge  of  POV/  Vf fairs 
at  the  NavylJinif try  from  'ugust,  1943  and  had  no  direct  connection 
with  the  Ofuna  Temporary  PO  /  Camp. 

j«breov3r,  as  Capt.  Itagaki  had  charge  of  such  multifarious 
affairs  as  ceremeny,  formality,  flag-display,  regulation  of 
protection  of  military  secrets,  examination  of  war  Pf^es  and  censors) hip 
besides  that  of  PO'/,  his  visits  to  the  Camp  were  limited  to  occasions 
when  he  made  stopovers  at  Ofuna  on  his  official  visit*,  to  Yokosuka. 
Consequently,  he  does  not  know  conditions  of  the  Camp  in  detail. 

2.  V/ho  were  the  bureau  and  division  heads  at  the  Navy  Ministry 
who  supervised  Capt.  Itagaki? 

\ns.  Directors  of  the  \dministrativa  Bureau 

Vice- Vdmiral  Takazumi  OK',  (from  \ug.,  1943  to  July  1944) 
Vice-Admiral  Takeo  TVD.V  (from  Vug.,  1944  to  Hay  1945) 

Vice- vdmiral  Zenshiro  Hoshina  (from  May  1945  to 

Sept.*  1945/ 

Chiefs  of  Division,  Vdministrative  Bureau 

Rear- Vdmiral  Yoshio  YJ.JOTO  (from  Vug.,  1943  to  July  1945 
Capt.  Hiroshi  11.043./..  (from  July  1945  to  Sept.,  1945) 

3.  who  ordered  the  establishment  of  the  Ofuna  Temporary 

POW  Camp? 

Vns.  .s  there  was  no  convenient  structure  to  temporarily 
accommodattpbv/s  eapturad  by  the  Navy  until  such  tir.e  as  they  *°uldbe 
handed  over  to  the  rmy,  it  was  erected  by  the  Yokosuka  Naval  Station 
at  the  order  of  the  Navy  Ministry. 


.ilhen  was  the  Ofuna  Temporary  FOW  Camp  erected? 
'.Iso,  from  what  time  were  FO./s  accommodated? 


.ns.  iB  there  are  no  records,  it  cannot  be  exactly  verified 
but  according  to  the  memory  of  those  connected  with  the  matter,  it  i3 
believed  that  the  camp  was  erected  on  j>ril  7,  19 42  and  tOWa  were 
accommodated  from  that  d;te. 


5.  Who  ordered  the  accommodation  of  fO  fe  at  Ofuna? 


.'Ji a.  i/henever  rOJs  were  captured  by  the  Navy  in  Japan  or 
when  those  captured  by  the  Navy  overseas  were  brought  to  Japan,  orders 
were  issued  from  the  Navy  j inistry  to  the  Yokosuka  Naval  Station  which 
in  turn  ordered  the  Yokosuka  Naval  Guards  to  have  them  interned  tem¬ 
porarily  at  Ofuna. 


6.  Who  ord  jred  the  transfer  of  POWs  from  the  Ofuna  Camp 


‘.ns.  Negotiation  for  transfer  to  army  camps  was  done  by  the 
Navy  Ministry  and  whenever  the  War  ministry  gave  its  consent,  the  Navy 
Ministry  ordered  the  Yokosuka  Maval  Station  which  in  turn  ordered  the 
Yokosuka  Naval  Guards  to  carry  out  the  transfer. 


Member  of  \dministrative  Bureau 
Second  Demobilization  Ministry. 


27  October  1947 

I  H3R3BY  C3RTIFY  tint  the  attached  document  is  a  true  and 
correct  copy  of  a  statement  by  K.  IT  .G  .KI*,  which  was  delivered  to 
Legal  Section  on  or  about  20  i  ay  1946  and  that  the  original  of  said 
statement  is  in  my  custody  as  assistant  Chief,  Criminal  Registry 
Division,  Legal  Section^  GH^,  SC  J1,  Tokyo,  Japan,  the  original  cannot 
be  made  available  immediately  as  it  is  required  for  the  trial  of 
minor  war  criminals. 

/s/  Charles  iL  V/illoughby,  Major,  Inf 
.ss »t.  Chief  of  Criminal  Registry 
Division,  Legal  Section. 
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